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By J. F. Payne, M.D., F.R.C.P., Physician to the Hospital. Two cases of muscular atrophy were described, in one of which the atrophy was primary, and in the other was of nervous origin.
The first case, which was shown, was that of a boy aged 14 , who had been unable to walk for many years, and had had obstinate constipation during the last 12 months. There was extreme wasting of the muscles, which was especially well marked in those of the trunk, shoulder, upper arm, and thigh; the muscles of the neck, forearm, hand, calf, and foot being much less affected. The muscles of the face, the larynx, and the diaphragm were entirely unaffected. There was no anaesthesia, pain, or spasm. There were puffy swellings in the serratus, sterno-mastoid, and infra-spinatus, besides relative enlargement of the muscles of the calf. The patient breathed wholly with the diaphragm, owing to wasting of the muscles attached to chest wall, and his intestines were loaded with faecal masses, owing to wasting of the muscles of the abdominal wall. 
